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THE BEST OF 2013 AWARDS

FOR OVER FIVE YEARS, WORK BOAT WORLD HONOURED THE BEST BUILDERS AND MOST EXCITING VESSEL
DELIVERIES OF THE PREVIOUS YEAR WITH A TOP 10 COUNTDOWN - LATER BECOMING A TOP 20 AS THE
SECTOR GREATLY EXPANDED WITH THE RISE OF THE OFFSHORE INDUSTRY AND THE SUBSEQUENT NEED FOR

HIGHLY SPECIALISED VESSELS.

However this year we are doing something a little different. Opening the category to equipment and service
suppliers as well as builders, we are proud to bring in the first inaugural “Best of 2013” awards.

For the vessel builders, the spirit of the previous awards remains intact. From all the vessels reviewed in 2013 -
our list of nominees — the best and most groundbreaking builders and vessels in a range of categories were chosen
as worthy of special recognition.

On the supplier and service side, we looked at a range of critera, from expertise and quality of product to
customer satisfaction and the most recent, year-spanning, track record. The result is an enviable lineup of the best
equipment manufacturers and service providers currently serving the world of work boats. To them, and to the
best builders and designers of 2013, we tip our hats and wish an equally prosperous 2014.

WORK BOATS REVIEWED IN 2013
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In the centrefold of this issue you may
have noticed a large chart documenting
every single vessel reviewed within the
pages of Work Boat World in 2013. The
list is comprehensive and paints a
valuable picture of the current state of
the global work boat industry.

2013 saw vessel designers/naval
architects from Asia overtake their

AUSTAL

established European counterparts.
The balance was then evenly split
between North America and Oceania,
with  Australia’s  world-renowned
ferry designers ensuring the Pacific
region remains competitive on the
global stage.

Meanwhile the builder category saw the
Asian builder out in full force with almost

60 per cent of total deliveries being built at
an Asian yard. Steel was by far the preferred
building material and the offshore
industries continued to show their
dominance in driving vessel orders,
comprising 35 per cent of all orders, with
tugs accounting for 20 per cent,
patrol/pilot/rescue craft 17 per cent and
passenger craft 14 per cent.

‘CAPE ST. GEORGE’

OFFSHORE PATROL
VESSEL

Western Australia-based Austal and its
antecedents commenced business
constructing small aluminium lobster
fishing boats in what was not much
more than a garage. The company has
come a long way since and, from its
American shipyard, has been steadily
delivering fleets of Littoral Combat Ships
and logistics support vessels to the
US Navy.

Along the way, Austal has developed a
range of patrol boats, both inshore and
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offshore, for various Australian and
foreign governments, The latest and most
highly developed of these are a series of
eight new offshore patrol vessels for
Australian Customs.

These long-range, fast, 58-metre boats
reflect the experience gained from a
previous series of OPVs built for Australian
Customs and the Armidale-class of boats
built for the Royal Australian Navy.

With a higher beam-to-length ratio than
their predecessors, this new series provides

better seakeeping and comfort along with
considerably more load carrying and
towing capability.

They are truly offshore vessels that also
provide excellent mothership capabilities
to the two 7.3-metre aluminium RIB chase
vessels that carry out a lot of the boarding
operations that are required.

A very highly developed OPV indeed.

For further information contact:

Austal, Australia.
Web: www.austal.com

MARINE ALUTECH
WATERCAT K11 MPC

MARINE ALUTECH
WATERCAT M9

INSHORE PATROL
BOAT BUILDER
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Finland’s Marine Alutech, as its name implies, has until
recently, specialised in aluminium vessels. This new patrol and
rescue craft was its first move into FRP construction. This boat,
in a tribute to the builder in particular, and Finnish boat
building in general, has been delivered to the Norwegian
Government rescue service.

Capable of carrying out a wide range of patrol and rescue,
ambulance and fire fighting duties, the boat is exceptionally
capable. While a prototype was propelled by Hamilton water jets,
the design can be readily adapted to outboard propulsion, thus
widening its potential even further. Its highly developed hull

ASSAULT CRAFT BUILDER

An exceptionally useful landing/assault craft, which has been
built in Finland by Marine Alutech for the Austrian Ministry
of Defence. This single-engined aluminium vessel is simple
but immensely practical and delivers a speed of over 30 knots
fully loaded.

Capable of operating in very shallow water, the boat is
also very effective at beach landing. The design has since
been developed to 10 metres and this version provides similar
capabilities with somewhat improved seakeeping.

For further information contact:

Marine Alutech, Finland.

shape means that it requires considerably less power than most
equivalent vessels to achieve the same speed.

SHIPYARD DE HOOP

Web: www.marinealutech.com

‘RIVER VENTURFE’

RIVER CRUISE
VESSEL BUILDER

Furope’s river cruise industry has
boomed over the last half decade or so
and has become intensely competitive.
As well as local owners, fleets of river
cruisers are owned by Australian and
American companies. For example,
‘River Venture’ is owned by the
United States-based Vantage Deluxe
World Travel.

At 110 metres LOA, ‘River Venture’ is 25
metres shorter than the two other ships in
its three-vessel order from leading Dutch
builder Shipyard De Hoop. These river

cruise ships, of necessity, have very
efficient hull shapes for reasons of both
economy and low wash. ‘River Venture’ has
those qualities to the highest degree. It also
boasts very low emissions.

With a cruising speed of 12 knots from a
total of 1,500kW, her efficiency has been
clearly proved.

Obviously, interiors of river cruise
vessels have to be extremely luxurious and
‘River Venture' is a clear leader in this
respect. They are also subject to the strictest
possible safety regulations, which makes

the whole design and build process
extremely complicated.

Shipyard De Hoop has built numerous
such vessels and has thus developed
very sophisticated techniques to
ensure a constant flow of improvement.
‘River Venture’ for example is the
seventh vessel built for the same client.
So De Hoop is obviously doing
something right.

For further information contact:
Shipyard De Hoop, The Netherlands.

Web: www.dehoop.net

WORK BOAT WORLD Jonuary 2014 35



56

( BOAT )

FFS Y

Fire Fighting Systems WORlD

FII!E FIGH
SYSTEMS SI.IPFI.IEH

Complete Class Certified
Fi-Fi-I, 11 & [ll Systems
For External Fire Fighting

FFS Group
www.fifisystems.com
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FIRE FIGHTING SYSTEMS

FIRE FIGHTING
SYSTEMS SUPPLIER

Hot off the supply of a highly advanced fireboat package
for the New York Fire Department last year,
Norway-headquartered Fire Fighting Systems has been
making significant in-roads into several of the marine
industry’s booming growth regions in 2013.

“During 2013 we launched a new range of water and foam
cannons with a special jet/screen nozzle dedicated for fireboats,”
the company told Work Boat World.

“We have also launched a bigger version of the well-established
XP pump for single-pump FiFi 1 systems and a smaller pump in
the SFP-series for capacities down to 300m3/h. To round out the
year, we also unveiled a special bell-housing for our small and
medium pumps that remove the need for skid.”

Fire Fighting Systems supplied pumps, monitors and oil
dispersant spray booms to Nam Cheong’s 75-metre platform
supply vessel (PSV) ‘SK703’ for the Nigerian offshore oil and gas
industry; fitted Guangxin’s multi-purpose work boat ‘Crest Marlin’
with SFP 250x350-series pumps, FES1200LB water monitor and
FF§1200/300 foam monitor; and provided fire fighting and oil
recovery capabilities for Turkish tug specialist Bogazici’s 30-metre
Robert Allan Ltd-designed RAstar 3000-series harbour tug.

Manufacturing complete fire fighting packages for tugs, work
boats, fire boats and all classes of offshore support vessel, Fire
Fighting Systems provides all auxiliaries and dedicated drivers for
class notations FiFi 1, 2 and 3. The company produces pumps,
monitors, foam mixers, deluge systems and self-protection
systems, integrating each package to the vessel’s general
arrangement and pipe routing.

With packages typically powered from the vessel’s main engine,
each module is specifically tailored for its task and no energy is
wasted. Systems are performance guaranteed and a range of
advanced remote control and touch screen control solutions
are available.

“When specially developing our products for FiFi duty we focus
on easy handling with low weight and a high performance housed
within a modern design that has a minimum of maintenance.
‘Lean and green’ is the profile,” concluded the company.

For further information contact;

Fire Fighting Systems, Norway.
Email: ffs@fifisystems.com
Web: www. fifisystems.com

ULLMAN DYNAMICS

Ullman Dynamics, a Swedish R&D
company helping to pioneer the field of
marine suspension seats since 1989,
maintains an impressive customer base
in over 64 countries.

“All products are developed based on
medical science and research,” the
company told Work Boat World. “Ullman’s
mission is protecting people, operators and
passengers from injury and fatigue while
working in harsh conditions and
rough seas.”

Our top contender for manufacturer
and supplier of the world’s best suspension
seats, Ullman enjoyed some star-studded
exposure in 2013, with Ullman seating
playing a supporting role on an
airboat in the Hollywood action film GI
Joe: Retaliation.

The film’s set designer and art
director approached the company,
seeking seats with “cool military looks
and the best performance”. Powered by
two giant 2.1-metre diameter fans and twin
V10 engines, the onscreen airboat featured
an Ullman Daytona bucket-seat as well as
six staggered Ullman Biscaya jockey-seats
for the GI Joes.

Hollywood selected Ullman seating for a
spectacular high-speed military craft and it
is in military segment that the company’s
products shine. Seats are designed to
maintain the most comfortable posture
attainable, supported by a “never-fail”
suspension system.

“All our seats are extremely safe and are
built to last the lifetime of the boat out of
non-corrosive low-maintenance materials,”
Ullman continued.

A real-life example this year is an
11.4-metre composite FRP patrol
boat for the Norwegian Rescue
Society, built in Finland by Marine
Alutech. The Watercat 11-MPC-type
craft houses Ullman Atlantic seats
within a “floating-type” wheelhouse that
reduces noise and vibrations. The craft is
capable of speeds up to 35 knots, as it
performs vital search and rescue recovery
efforts in the North Sea and the fjords
up north.

In 2013, Ullman also developed
a custom foldable seat concept for

the Finnish Special Forces as well as
a new helm seat for Amada de
Colombia. Continuously improving
its existing product range, it is
in swift monohull vessels that Ullman
seats come into their own. Ullman
suspension seats progressively
maintain comfort levels as conditions
deteriorate, helping to smooth out

WORLD LEADER IN SUSPENSION BOAT SEATS
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the roughest of rides or sea states.
This has been shown time and time
again in high performance vessels
all over the world - from Northern Europe
down to Southern Australia.

For further information contact:
Ullman Dynamics, Sweden.
Email: request@ullmandynamics.com
Web: www.ullmandynamics.com
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